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Foreword

In the Antarctic summer of 2012, Antarctic Heritage Trust Artefact Programme
Manager Lizzie Meek made a surprise discovery while working at Captain Robert
Falcon Scott’s 1911 expedition base at Cape Evans, Antarctica; a photographic
notebook not seen for over a century.

Each year the summer snow melt around the building causes variations in run-off
patterns and ground erosion. That particular summer melt revealed a Wellcome
Photographic Exposure Record and Diary 1910 which belonged to George Murray

Levick - surgeon, zoologist and photographer. His name can be seen written in the
opening pages.

Levick was a part of Scott’s 1g10-1913 expedition and a member of the Northern
Party. The Northern Party of six men summered (1g11-1912) at Cape Adare, and is

notable for surviving the winter of 1912 in a snow cave on Inexpressible Island before

sledging back to the Cape Evans base, incredibly, all alive.

The notebook is a missing part of the official expedition record and contains Levick’s
pencil notes detailing the date, subjects and exposure details for the photographs he
took during 1911 while at Cape Adare. Close examination reveals links between the
notations in the notebook and photographs held by the Scott Polar Research Institute,
Cambridge and attributed to Levick. See examples on page 5-7.
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George Murray Levick’s notebook required specialist conservation treatment; the
notebook’s binding had been dissolved by 100 years of ice and water damage and the
pages were fused together. The Trust’s contract Paper Conservator, Aline Leclercq,
undertook the meticulous task of conserving the notebook. This involved separating
each individual page, stabilising and cleaning the pages, rebuilding the notebook
into sections before sewing the book back together and reconstructing the cover
remnants. Conservation treatment provided the opportunity to digitise each page
of the notebook allowing for more comprehensive study without risking the fragile
object.

A video of the conservation process can be found on the Trust’s You Tube channel;
https://Www.youtube.com/user/AntarcticHeritage

During the 2014~2015 season, the Antarctic Heritage Trust completed a comprehensive
seven-year conservation programme to secure and weatherproof the building and
artefact collection at Cape Evans before putting a long-term maintenance and
monitoring programme in place. The notebook numbers among the 11,000+ artefacts
conserved by the Trust that remain on-site, contributing to a powerful sense of place.
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All

ANTARCTIC HERITAGE TRUST

The Antarctic Heritage Trust is a New Zealand-based charity with a vision of
inspiring explorers. The Trust’s mission is to conserve, share and encourage the spirit
of exploration. The Trust is engaged in a long term, cold-climate heritage conservation
project in Antarctica’s Ross Sea region to protect the Antarctic explorers’ legacy: the
five expedition bases and 20,000 artefacts left behind by Captain Robert Falcon
Scott, Sir Ernest Shackleton, Carsten Borchgrevink and Sir Edmund Hillary, for

current and future generations.
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Levick journal entry links to photographic image: Priestley, Dickason and Browning set a fish trap.

© P48/14/112 Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge
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Levick journal entry links to photographic image: Campbell with theodolite.

© P48/14/19 Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge.
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Levick journal entry links to photographic image: My [Levick’s] cubicle

© P48/14/5 Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge.
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COLOUR EFFECTS BY STAINING '
¥ Mll!l]' ﬂriking an] urigiml, colour effects may
e thknined h}' in:::am‘silig lantern glides, lwmni;lc" }
meplatingtype ‘and similar prints in solutions of i
snitable aniline dyes.  Portraits, fireside and L
firge studics may be stained red; moonlight
effects hlue, and sunlit landscapes and street
scenitdl green or orange, with morked success,
For this purpose solutions made from certain
B« Suloid * stains are very convenient, For orange,
: use * Soloid ' Fosin ; for red, * Soloid * Fochsine ;
for violet, * Soloid" Gentian Violet or * Soloid *
= Methyl Vialet ; and for bloe, * Soloid * Methylene
Blue. The exact strength depends on the depth
of tint desired ; it is therefore advisabile 1o make
a solution of one product in five ounces of water,
\ nnd to dilute this according to requirements.
For yellow, use * Soloid ° Methyl orange, one in
one ounce of water, Far green, ‘ Tabloid"® Aniline k
L Green Dye may be used.  Dissolve one in & pint P
5 of hot water for stock, and dilute this aegording 1
{ to sirength of stam. required. Soak prints,
which should not have heen previously hardened,
in water until faccid, immerse in the dye solution

.

for a fow minutes, rinse and dry in the usual way, Fiercicws Stupy
¥ The wmost artistic effects are obtained in the
majority of cases, by employing very dilite i o, By .
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#  solutions, this oldaining a suggestion of eoloar, Sk
3 Falkastone

rathier than a pronounced tint.
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Diagram ifluatrating the compaciness and concentration
of ‘Tamsroin' " R¥rot' Universal Developer

[ The small shaded rect-
angle below represenis

£ the space occupled by the
4 contents of a carton of
- “Tablold " *Rytol" Developer.
5 This quantity makes 88

times its bulk of normal
developing sclution as re-
presanted by the whole of
the diagram.
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Photograph  Husrating  the great concentration and
developing power of ' TanLoip" *Ryror” Universal
Daveloper.

.

[Apprea | wiae of neiginal)

Each carton of ‘Tascoin’ "Ryron’ Universal' |
= yralopar containg o bottle and two tubes (as repre- |
jented above), the contents of which are more than
sufficient 10 develop the suveEw pozex plates shown

¥ in the photograph.
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